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SKIM AND SCAN
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REMEMBER WHAT YOU READ

THI NGUYEN - ACE IELTS 3

What statement best describes you

A. You are very confident about your keyword choice.

B. You are unsure about what keywords to choose, so you 
choose many ‘keywords’ for fear of missing out. 

C. You never choose any keywords while reading.

D. You never read. 



READING TECHNIQUES

1. Keyword

2. Subject + Verb

3. Understand reference words “pronouns, the, this, that, these, 
those, such” 

4. Understand text development through recognizing old and 
new concepts

5. Guess meaning through context

6. Read active by looking at cohesive devices. 
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KEYWORD

• How to know which words to choose

• Some other tips on keywords

• Practice 
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READING VS. TRAVELLING ON URBAN ROADS
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REMEMBERING YOUR PATH

And when the full moon had risen 
Hansel took his little sister by the 
hand and followed the pebbles, 
which were shining like new-
minted pennies and showed them 
the way. They walked all through 
the night, and as day was dawning 
they arrived at their father's 
house.
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REMEMBER WHAT YOU READ
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READ WITH A PEN
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KEYWORD TECHNIQUE

• TWO TYPES OF WORDS

• CONTENT WORDS (carry meaning)

• FUNCTION WORDS (grammatical functions)
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KEYWORD TECHNIQUE

CONTENT WORDS

• Noun

• Verb (without helping verbs)

• Adjective

• adverb

FUNCTION WORDS

• Determiners (articles)

• Conjunctions

• Preposition

• Pronouns

• Auxiliary verbs (have, does, 
do)

• Modals

• Qualifiers
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KEYWORD TECHNIQUE

• Circle keyword 

 spend more time on the word  increase engagement 
more likely to remember

 make the word more outstanding  text (no milestones)

• Minimize the number of keywords 

 Question: can I eliminate this word? 

• Effective keyword choice can help reduce work while and after 
reading
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KEYWORD TECHNIQUE

• Circle keyword in the following sentence.

• Some people believe that studying at university or college is the 
best route to a successful career, while others believe that it is 
better to get a job straight after school.

• Today, large shopping centers and supermarkets are more 
common than small local shops.
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KEYWORD TECHNIQUE

• Extract information (college, career, job; supermarket – local –
common)

• Understand text better

• Time and energy efficient
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READ THE TEXT BELOW AND 
CHOOSE KEYWORDS
Hi, my name’s Barb. Great to meet you!

I have a secret. When I was growing up, I was sometimes a terrible student. 

Sure, I was fine in subjects I liked. But otherwise, forget it.

Everybody told me to follow my passion. I figured that meant, ‘Do what you like, 

not what you don’t like’. That sounded like good advice to me. I hated math and 

science, so I avoided those subjects as if they were poison. When I had to take 

those courses, I did badly, or I just plain failed.

I’m now a professor of engineering. Surprised? Engineers need a deep 

knowledge of math and science. I’m now really good at math and science, and I 

love them. How did I do it? I discovered the secrets of learning well.
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REMEMBER WHAT YOU READ
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KEYWORD

• How to know which words to choose

• Some other tips on keywords
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KEYWORD

A word might be key for the following reasons:

• critical to meaning

• unfamiliar

• interesting

THI NGUYEN - ACE IELTS 19



THI NGUYEN - ACE IELTS 20


